
SCOTT’S THOUGHTS…
[A MESSAGE FROM OUR FOUNDER]

THE PERFECT  VET BOARD
Are you old enough to remember The 
Village People from the late ‘70s? Yep, 
they're the perfect vet board.

Why every vet board should be made 
up of a group like this… think about 

HAS YOUR PET  
BEEN A VICTIM?

Let us help.  
CLICK HERE  
to get started.

CONTINUED ON PG 5

A story that should be unnecessary 
is now being told because of the fine 
work at Joey’s Legacy. A story about 
a small percentage of veterinarians/
veterinary clinics who misdiagnose, 
prescribe the wrong medicine, over-
vaccinate, surgical mistakes that 

result in the death or maiming of your 
Furbaby, small like a chihuahua to 
large like a horse. Then they cover it 
up, doctor the doctor’s notes, refuse to 
cooperate. Why?

Why is because of the 50 Veterinary 
Boards who have never seen a vet 
that they didn’t love, even if they have 
47 written complaints, they protect 
them. The Vet Boards and veterinary 
associations and their highly paid 
lawyers are why.

Though most pet owners have not had 
these experiences, thankfully; as a result, 

Joey's Legacy: The Documentary 

by JL Robb
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the average pet parent knows nothing 
about this tragedy. But for those who 
have been victims: guilt, PTSD.

Pet Lives Matter 
The United States is unique when it 
comes to Veterinary care: 

• US veterinary care is the most 
expensive on the planet. 

• Veterinary malpractice in the US is 
significant and occurs more often 
than in any other civilized country. 

Unfortunately, today's veterinary industry 
is hardly ever held accountable because: 

• Veterinarians often run the state 
Veterinary Boards, which in turn 
provides the oversight.

• Medical and veterinary malpractice is 
not new, but medical malpractice has 
usually been the most prevalent of 
the two; because people are people 
and family pets and support animals 
are… well, just a lawnmower. 

To the owner of pets, from furbabies to 
the equine community, from cockatoos 
to hedgehogs, these pets are definitely 
family. They have animal DNA and 

 A cry from the heart 
by CaRoL MoRRis & Nikki WhaRtoN-Eby, DEC 2019

Dedicated to Silver Puff 

I miss your sweet angelic face, your warm presence,  
dignity and grace.

it wasn't your time...
I miss a snuggle, purring delight, and frisky playfulness at night.

it wasn't your time...
I miss you nestled close to me. My joy and love, dear Silver Puff

it wasn't your time...
I feel your paw upon my face with compelling memory  

of our spirits’ embrace…

When I saw you soon after you were born… so tiny, cold, so forlorn.  
I warmed you with my hands and breath… gave you sustenance  

and became your Mom.

Time pushed us along a curving path of sun-splashed days and 
stormy nights… whether I was happy or depressed I always found 

you there… my loyal loving Silver Puff.

I think you know I loved you best!

In the arms of an angel…

Rest in peace, precious one.

CONTINUED ON PG 10
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Hello!  I am a small animal and 
exotics veterinarian (dogs, cats, ferrets, 
rabbits, small rodents, & reptiles). 
I graduated from the University of 
Pennsylvania in 2005 with a VMD. I 
graduated in 2019 from the University of 
Florida with a Master's in Public Health 
(MPH) and became Certified in Public 
Health (CPH) in 2020.

I started in general practice with 
emphasis on exotic medicine, internal 
medicine, behavior, advanced dentistry, 
infectious diseases/zoonotic diseases 
(contagious from animals to people), pain 
management, and nutrition management/
obesity prevention. I started doing a 
combination of general practice and 
emergency/critical care, then transitioned 
to full-time emergency and urgent care. 

Today, I am the CEO and Founder of ELTD 
One Health Consulting, LLC. I practice 
part-time emergency/critical care while 
also writing, researching, and providing 
consultation services on One Health 
topics (topics covering human, animal, 
and environmental health). 

INSIDE JOEY'S LEGACY:  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

MEET ERICA…
Who: Dr. Erica Tramuta-Drobnis

Supporting JL Since: 2021

Licenses: VMD, MPH, CPH

State of Practice: Pennsylvania

Top Left: Erica, her husband, & Jasmine aka 
“Jazzy” Top Right: Erica & Romana say 
“Cheese.” Bottom Right: Monica gets a 
dental before going to her new home.

My   
Artic les
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Malpract ice and Negligence Management :  
A Veterinarian’s Point of View

by iuLiaNa Mihai, DVM , MVCs

To err is human. Sometimes veterinarians 
make mistakes that endanger pets’ lives. 
This can happen due to negligence or 
ignorance. In any case, the pet is the one 
that suffers the most. Some pets may 
remain with lifelong health problems, and 
others may even die. 

In most cases, the only one left behind 
is an owner with a broken heart and 
many unanswered questions. In such 
situations, we, the veterinarians who 
deal with such cases, intervene to shed 

some light and mend the broken hearts 
and souls of the owners.

Through this article, I want to give 
you an idea of what steps I follow as 
a vet when I review a malpractice or 
negligence case and how I decide if there 
was practice below the standard of care. 
But first, what is malpractice?

Medical malpractice is an act or omission 
by the medical staff or the provider of 
medical, sanitary, or pharmaceutical 
services and products, which deviates 
from the ethical standards imposed by 
medical practice and which causes harm 
to the patient. 

The Steps I Follow in Brief
1. Receiving the records from the 

owner via email.

2. Confirming that I have received the 
medical records.

3. Asking what happened if the owner 
hasn’t told me their story.

4. Paying my condolences if the pet 
died and giving an estimated time to 
resolve the case.

5. Reviewing the medical records.

CONTINUED ON PG 11
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February 2023   l   Issue 09

www.joeyslegacy.org   l    info@joeyslegacy.org   l   803.520.7566   l                  public FB page   l                  private FB group

4

https://www.joeyslegacy.org/bad-actor-buzz/
https://joeyslegacy.org/
mailto:info%40joeyslegacy.org?subject=Message%20from%20Joey%27s%20News
tel:8035207566
https://www.facebook.com/JoeysLegacyVoicesForTheVoiceless
https://www.facebook.com/groups/JoeysLegacy


SCOTT’S THOUGHTS…   l    
CONTINUED FROM PG 1 

it. One member from six different 
professions. No bias for or against 
veterinarians. Let's add a veterinarian 
to the team so he/she can answer 
clinical questions about the case under 
review. The vet has no voting rights, 
unless the vote is 3-3. In that case, you 
know which way the vote will likely go.

Vet boards are traditionally made 
up of veterinary professionals: 
veterinarians, vet techs and a couple 
of “consumer advocates” (don't let 
the name fool you – they still vote as 
the vets do, which is almost always in 
favor of the respondent veterinarians).

Stacking the deck... in its purest 
form.

Scott Fine founded Joey’s Legacy in 2017 to bring 

attention to the minority of “bad actors” in the field 

of veterinary care. Joey’s Legacy is here to assist 

people through all aspects of  the negligence/

malpractice process from grief support to case 

reviews to legal support. 

We handle the “ruff” cases in 
all areas of animal law: pet 
custody, dog bite defense, 
veterinary malpractice, breeder 
contract disputes, puppy lemon 
law violations, service animal 
representation and more!

www.TheAnimalLawFirm.com
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was four months old when 
she joined our family. I 
fell in love with her the 

moment I saw her. She was a little ball of 
white fur with the cutest underbite and 
sweetest disposition. She is a “designer 
dog,” a petite malshipoo. I had Gia 
checked out by the breeder’s vet prior to 
adopting her. She was in good health 
and up to date on her vaccinations. The 
breeder recommended that I feed her 
a raw diet and suggested that I don’t 
further vaccinate. I should have listened. 

My insurance gave me three days to 
have Gia checked out and certified by a 
licensed veterinarian. My regular vet was 
booked, so I decided to try a new vet. I 
had been following Dr. L on social media, 
she appeared to be loved and admired 
by her followers and was frequent guest 
on Fox & Friends and ironically was just 
hired at a clinic close to my home. It was 
Dr. L’s first day and Gia was her very first 
patient. She found Gia to be healthy, 
administered a DAPP-L4 vaccine, 

topically applied frontline plus flea and 
tick medication and sent me home with 
royal canin puppy food. I made a follow 
up appointment for three weeks later. 

On the follow up appointment Gia 
received her final DAPP-L4, Bordetella, 
CIV and another dose of flea and tick 
medication. I brought her back three 
weeks later for the rabies vaccine and the 
following month she received her final 
Bordetella, CIV, Lepto and another dose 
of flea and tick medication. I blindly 
trusted her so much, that I made her 
the primary vet for my other 5 
pets. It was two months after 
her first vaccine that Gia lost 
the hair around her eyes, 
she had redness on her 
eyes and skin. The vet 
thought it was a food 
allergy and prescribed 
royal canin hydrolyzed 
protein dog food. I 
didn’t realize that 
at that point, the 

damage was done and it was only going 
to get worse. The food didn’t help, Gia’s 
allergies worsened.

I took her to a dermatologist and had her 
tested for allergies and a few weeks later 
she started immunotherapy. The itching 

VICTIM'S SPOTLIGHTGia's Story
by DEbbiE LoMbaRDo

CONTINUED ON PG 7

Gia

February 2023   l   Issue 09

www.joeyslegacy.org   l    info@joeyslegacy.org   l   803.520.7566   l                  public FB page   l                  private FB group

6

https://joeyslegacy.org/
mailto:info%40joeyslegacy.org?subject=Message%20from%20Joey%27s%20News
tel:8035207566
https://www.facebook.com/JoeysLegacyVoicesForTheVoiceless
https://www.facebook.com/groups/JoeysLegacy


continued, so the dermatologist treated 
Gia with ivermectin in the event that she 
had scabies. In retrospect, I have no idea 
how she came up with that diagnosis. 
She also prescribed temaril P, to keep 
Gia comfortable. For the next couple 
of years, Gia was seen by the primary 
vet and the dermatologist. During that 
time, Gia continued to receive her regular 
vaccinations, flea and tick treatment, lots 
of antibiotics to treat the infections she 
had from scratching and at some point, 
a new miracle drug called apoquel came 
out and Gia was put on that too. The 
drug quickly lost its effectiveness. A new 
and more effective drug came out, the 
CADI shot (n/k/a Cytopoint). Gia received 
Cytopoint injections every 3 months for 
the next couple of years. 

On September 7, 2017, I took Gia to the 
vet for a checkup. Her allergies were out 
of control, she was itching and ripping 
the skin on her body. She couldn’t 
get a Cytopoint injection because she 
had one the week before. There really 
wasn’t anything they could prescribe.  
The vet said, since you are here, lets do 
her vaccines. Gia received Bordetella, 
CIV and K-9 flu. About 8 hours later, 
Gia started seizing. At the time, I didn’t 
know it was a seizure, I thought she was 
dying. My husband started giving her 
CPR, the seizure stopped and we rushed 
to the ER. The ER vet confirmed that it 

was a seizure caused most likely by the 
vaccines. She told us to closely monitor 
her for cluster seizures and to bring her 
back if that happened. A few hours later, 
she seized again and again.

I rushed her back to the ER and was 
able to see a neurologist. He examined 
her and told me that an MRI would rule 
out a brain tumor, but in his opinion, he 
didn’t believe it was a brain tumor, he 
believed the seizures were brought on 
from the vaccines. It must have been an 
off the record conversation, because Gia’s 
records reflect that I refused the MRI and 
her seizures were idiopathic. Gia was put 

on Keppra 3x a day and still remains on 
it today. 

After the visit with the neurologist, I 
called the primary vet. I told her what 
had transpired. Her reaction shocked 
me. She took no accountability, and said 
seizures are not a big deal. She promised 
that she would report Gia’s reaction to 
the pharmaceutical company and the 
USDA. I called the pharma company 
and the USDA and she never reported 
it. The pharma company told me that 
Gia should never have been vaccinated. 
She was not healthy at the time and 

Top Left: First signs of hair loss around her eyes, 2 months after vaccinations. Bottom Left: Severe 
hair loss. Right: Hair regrowing with acupuncture treatment.

VICTIM'S SPOTLIGHT: GIA'S STORY   l   
CONTINUED FROM PG 6

CONTINUED ON PG 13

February 2023   l   Issue 09

www.joeyslegacy.org   l    info@joeyslegacy.org   l   803.520.7566   l                  public FB page   l                  private FB group

7

https://joeyslegacy.org/
mailto:info%40joeyslegacy.org?subject=Message%20from%20Joey%27s%20News
tel:8035207566
https://www.facebook.com/JoeysLegacyVoicesForTheVoiceless
https://www.facebook.com/groups/JoeysLegacy


Silver Puff
DECEMBER 22, 2022

Maxx
02/16/2003 - 07/14/2017

Remy
04/26/10 - 02/11/21

SANDY GOSSELIN
Independent Field Representative

561-744-2777

AboutDogs.club

trainingwithk9care@gmail.com

their people…

to support healthy,

happy pets

Natural solutions

&

SHERRI WILLINGHAM
(714) 330-8971
protectthepetz@gmail.com
my.doterra.com/protectyourpetz
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Emma's Corner is an extension of the Facebook group,  Bringing Awareness to the Link between Apoquel and 

Cancer in Dogs, which was started by me in an effort to warn others about this immunosuppressant drug, and 

ultimately show members a better path for the TRUE overall health of their companion animals. Emma’s Corner 

was born for this newsletter to assist in educating Joey's Legacy pet parents as well. NOTE: The statements made in 

Emma’s corner do not replace veterinary care. My advice is always seek a natural-minded veterinarian when possible.

Emma's Corner

The one issue I see with many members 
– an issue we indeed can all face – is a 
lack of patience when trying to heal the 
body.  Lack of patience is critical when 
the body is on a journey to heal. In the 
majority of cases the damage to the 
body did not occur overnight, therefore 
it won't heal overnight. That can be a 
frustrating mindset to adopt when you 
see your baby itching and you have 
no other experience in your arsenal 
of treatments but traditional medical 
practices. There is a whole other world 
of healing, that works if you understand 
it, and allow yourself to trust in it. 

So whats causing the damage to the 
body? Anything that does not support 
gut health will tear down the body as a 
whole, one of the first signs of damage 
are skin issues. The gut is where our 
immune systems are thriving or 
causing issues. 

We are all taught kibble is the preferred 
food to feed our companion animals. 
It's such a popular  belief that the 
kibble industry is now a billion 
dollar industry. Kibble is heated very 
high,  so nutrients are killed off. They 
must add back the nutrients to meet 
AAFCO guidelines, this is done with 
synthetics.  As previously discussed in 
past newsletters, these synthetics  are 

A QUICK OVERVIEW ON 
PATIENCE AND REAL HEALTH
by JENNy bELLaNDi

CONTINUED ON PG 15
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DonatE
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just

&

Replacingonejust
a month

helps
10+pets
& theIr familiEs

Yes small of a
Donation

mattErs

that

toDay's good DEED is sponsoreD by coffEE…

on our website & Donate toDay!
learn more about what we Do

[one time or recurring greatly appreciated]

and maybe aDD in
a muffin too!

WE do a lot with a little
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can replicate themselves, unlike 
the lawnmower. Human medical 
malpractice has large settlements, 
the only repercussion available, often 
in the millions of dollars, a deterrent 
of malpractice.

Finally, groups like Joey’s Legacy 
(JOEYSLEGACY.ORG) brought this 
travesty to the forefront, because 
the deterrent for Veterinarians was 
laughable, a hundred bucks for your 
pet or replacement value at the most. 
The courts, as a rule, do not award the 
price of your $2,500.00 John Deere 
lawnmower but more of an award for 
killing your pet, valued in the range of a 
$100 Amazon card.

Joey’s Legacy is rapidly making changes 
in the current, very-flawed process of 
veterinary oversight by: 

1. Changing the way the courts view a 
pet. A pet is not a refrigerator.

2. Cleaning of some veterinary board 
swamps. They are not all swamps, 
but too many truly are. 

3. Upping the penalty for bad-actor 
vets and enforcing that penalty. 

4. Increase monetary awards for the 
victims of this fraud.

The reason Veterinary Malpractice 
Insurance is so inexpensive is because of 
the meager dollar-penalty awarded. An 
obstetrician pays $200,000.00 per year 
for insurance, veterinary malpractice 
insurance is about $400.00 per year.

This is changing, however, because 
of Joey’s Legacy and animal rights 
activists across the land. The idea that 
our pets are more lawnmower than 
animal is evolving as courts begin to 
recognize them as family or sentient 
beings. Sentient references things that 
are alive, are aware of its surroundings 
and experience emotions. Anyone 
who is a pet lover considers the pet to 
be family.

Because of Scott Fine (Wife Debbie and 
Scott founded Joey’s Legacy, 2017) and 
his non-stop passion to protect our pets 
from the “most trusted,” Scott now has 
(2) books: Joey’s Legacy Volume 1 and 
Volume 2, subtitled: Seeking Truth and 

Integrity in Veterinary Medicine. These 
books have more than 70 stories from 
victims of this tragedy, written in their 
own hand.

Scott also has (2) 1-hour documentaries 
in the works by filmographer John Biffar, 
Dreamtime Entertainment, who has nine 
Emmys. You can find out more on Joey's 
Legacy The Documentary HERE.

The Documentary Update 
Joey’s Legacy continues to work with 
John Biffar to bring this little-known 
abuse of our pets by the folk we entrust as 
caregivers, and talks are underway to get 
this video on PBS where it will be shown 
over-and-over throughout the world.

The plan is to produce two 
documentaries. One will be produced, 
more of a ‘help your pets’ through an 
education of things that can hurt your 

CONTINUED ON PG 12
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6. Asking questions or for more records 
(e.g. x-rays, MRIs, medical history, 
blood work, additional tests, etc.).

7. Concluding.

8. Sending the opinion or review letter 
if I find negligence.

9. Scheduling a zoom call if I don’t find 
negligence.

First of all, the owner sends me the 
medical records, which, most of the 
time, are accompanied by a story – how 
they see the situation, what happened, 
and what they think the veterinarians 
who took care of their pet did wrong. 

In some cases, I do not receive a story 
along with the medical records, and I 
have to ask for additional details to know 
what happened. In other words, I need 
the story so I can form an idea about 
what happened before I review the 
medical records and what to look for.

While reviewing or after I have reviewed 
the records, I usually contact the owner 
with some questions or ask for more 
records, if the ones they sent do not 
prove their claims. 

How Long Does It Take to  
Review the Medical Records? 
It usually takes me 2-4 days to review 

the medical records and come back with 
an answer. This time can be extended 
by the late response of the owners, by 
the additional medical records I request 
and have to review, or by other external 
factors that are not relevant to the case.

I review everything the owner sends, 
including the medical history of their 
pet, images, blood work, and so on. You 
never know where you will find useful 
information!

Other times, owners send me MRI files or 
want a specific recommendation outside 
my area of expertise. In these cases, I 
have colleagues specialized in other 
fields who can help me. The reviewing 
time of the medical records can be 
extended by this as well.

What Do We Need  
to Form an Opinion? 
We usually need complete medical 
records and the story the owner has to 
tell about what happened with their pet. 
But there is twist to this!

Whether we find negligence or not, our 
answer is based on the medical records 
we review. This does not mean that what 
the owner tells us is not true. Everyone 
sees the truth through their own filters, 
and we don't judge anyone. Therefore, 
if the medical records are “clean” and 
show no negligence or malpractice, 

even if the story the owner tells us is 
heartbreaking, we cannot write a review 
letter based on their words alone. We 
need evidence (black and white) that 
the vet did something that was below 
the standards of care.

Some owners have also sent me video 
and audio files. Sometimes these files 
help in their case, but they do not make 
the case. We usually need more than 
audio or video files to form an opinion.  

Also, we are not specialized in telling if 
an image is photoshopped or not; we 
only deal with the medical side. I say 
this because it has happened to me. An 
owner insisted that the images were 
photoshopped. I couldn't help them 
with that matter. My job is to review the 
medical records and form an opinion 
based on them.

Once I have all the information I need 
and have concluded one way or the 

MALPRACTICE AND NEGLIGENCE MANAGEMENT   l   CONTINUED FROM PG 4
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CONTINUED ON PG XX

pet. For instance, the danger of using a 
large dog flea collar on a Cocker Spaniel 
or using flea collars at all; be careful 
feeding your pets certain foods; check 
the vaccines your pet is receiving; and the 
last section, choose your vet and groomer 
wisely. Do not depend on Yelp reviews. 
This will introduce the world to the horror 
of losing your pet and the coverup. Scott 
has spoken with PBS and they will not 
air a show that is veterinarian-bashing. 
This is the way it has to be to get PBS 
exposure and will highlight the issue. 

Documentary Two gets down to the 
nitty-gritty about the dirty side of 

our caregivers, the lies and coverups 
by some veterinarians and the disgrace 
of veterinary boards. This will be more 
in-your-face and will expose the dirty 
industry secrets.

The COST of PRODUCING these two 
documentaries is $120,000-$150,000 
for the two. That will include some 
marketing. I think about $30,000 has 
been raised so far. 

Hopefully some of the readers of this 
article will HELP in the funding. This 
story needs to be told.

JL Robb is the author of 7 novels, as well as our own 

2  Joey's Legacy books. “I’ve always been passionate 

about storytelling and impressed by the influence it 

has on people and the 

decisions they make in 

life. I love engaging with 

the projects I work on, 

diving headfirst into the 

research, investigation, and 

production of stories I feel 

are worth writing about.”

JOEY'S LEGACY: THE DOCUMENTARY   l   CONTINUED FROM PG 10

Seeking Truth and Integrity in 
Veterinary Medicine, Vol 1 & 2

Available in digital, paperback and 
hardback books on Amazon.

Autographed author copies available 
at JL Robb’s website. Click this ad to 
be directed there.

– SCOTT FINE, Founder Joey’s Legacy

The Jig is Up!

s
s

s
DOCUMENTARIES

Support our
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Signs That the Charity You Are 
Donating to Isn't Legit 
Shady charities may get aggressive 
following tragedies, but they don't 
just wait for disaster to strike to take 
advantage of people's generosity. Con 
artists have year-round operations, 
using a variety of unscrupulous 
tactics to divert funds from rescue 
organizations doing good work. 

To avoid being taken in by a charity 
scam, watch out for these signs, which 
often indicate that a so-called charity 
isn't totally legitimate.   

1. PayPal, Venmo & Cash App 
are the three most common 

FROM THE FILES OF 
INSPECTOR BARK…

CONTINUED ON PG 16

VICTIM'S SPOTLIGHT: GIA'S STORY   l   CONTINUED FROM PG 7

…BREAKING NEWS…                                   …BREAKING NEWS…

507:15 PENALTIES FOR FRIVOLOUS ACTIONS
It just got a little harder to use New Hampshire’s court 
system to harass someone with a frivolous lawsuit. Gov. 
Maggie Hassan signed a bill creating sanctions for so-called 
“vexatious litigants.” After hearing a contract or tort action, 
a court may determine that the action or any defense is 
frivolous or intended to harass or intimidate the prevailing 
party. After making this determination, the court may 
enter summary judgment against the party who brought 
the action or raised the defense and award the prevailing 
party reasonable costs and attorney's fees plus $1,000. The 
court must also report the conduct to the state Supreme 
Court committee on professional conduct (NH Rev. Stat. 
Ann. § 507:15). Check your state for similar laws if you are 
being intimidated or threatened.

she should not have been given so 
many vaccines at the same time. I made 
a complaint with NYS OPD, my state 
board. It took them 2 months to respond 
– no violations found – case closed. I 
was shocked. It was at that time that I 
got involved with animal advocacy. 

While researching for my advocacy, I 
stumbled upon a blog written by the 
infamous vet that initially poisoned Gia. 
A line from the blog read “Every time I 
gave the list of vaccines I felt sick inside. I 

knew that I was not helping my patients 
and that I was likely hurting them.” I 
reached out to her, and her response 
was, “I am deeply sorry if I affected your 
pets negatively in any way.” It is truly 
people like her that motivate me to fight 
for those that can’t.  

Gia’s health will always be a work in 
progress. She has been seizure free for 
over four years and with everything 
she has gone through, she is still the 
sweetest, happiest dog I ever knew.
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[ a voice for the voiceless… ]

– ouR MissioN – 
Joey’s Legacy sole purpose is providing 
a place of comfort and solace when a 

family member has been taken from us 
unexpectedly. We provide emotional and 
legal support to assist and bring closure 

to those who experience feelings of 
helplessness and hopelessness in times 

of tragedy and despair.

FERDINAND F. PETERS
Attorney at Law
Ferdinand F. Peters, Esq. Law Firm

711 Smith Avenue South
Saint Paul, MN  55107
(651) 647-6250
ferdpeters@ferdlaw.com
www.ferdlaw.com

DARCY BUTKUS, President

Private Detective
754-246-4111
info@inspectorbark.com

License # PDE051724   |   Agency # PDC002887   (Georgia)

“       If you tell the truth, 

you don’t have to 
remember anything.”

– Mark Twain
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…DID YOU KNOW?… 

Studies show the 
number of veterinary 

malpractice cases have 
sadly increased every 
year since 1983? Are 

the actual incidences 
increasing and/or just our 

awareness of them?

…DID YOU KNOW?… 

Studies show the 
number of veterinary 

malpractice cases have 
sadly increased every 
year since 1983? Are 

the actual incidences 
increasing and/or just our 

awareness of them?
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very tough on the body, along with the  
mycotoxins, glyphosates, which your dog 
then eats every day for life.  How is it we 
as humans know we can't  be healthy 
living on processed foods, but we 
believe the professionals when they 
say our animals can?

We are then led  to the monthly 
preventatives to prevent insects and 
the diseases they can cause. We are 
being told the only way to avoid insects 
on animals is with toxins. These toxins 
destroy the gut flora as well, and have a 
history of seizure activity and death. Why 
is it we repel naturally on ourselves at 
the family picnic,  but it's unheard of on 
our animals? Why aren't we taking pills 
or putting toxins on our skin?

Over-vaccinating is another big 
culprit in the destruction of the bodies 
overall health. Titers should always 
be performed. Most animals are very 
well protected when we are pushed 

by these vets to vaccinate yet again. 
Studies/titers have now shown one 
vaccine can be good for life, not to 
mention the body's powerful ability 
to create natural immunity. However, 
the vaccine market is a great annual 
income that medical practices rely on, 
not to mention the outdated ignorant 
laws. Over-vaccinating is well known 
for causing everything from behavioral  
issues to cancers. Why are vets going 
into practice vaccinating  themselves 
against rabies, but titer themselves  
moving forward? Why is this method 
not good enough for our animals? Why 
when vets ask for a titer,  vets are telling 
clients there is no proof titers measure 
an adequate amount of antibodies? 
First,  any number in a titer test means 
the body recognizes the disease and can 
build antibodies against it. Second, how 
can traditional vets relay this nonfactual 
information to 
us, but know 
they're titering 

themselves? It does get a person 
thinking and if it doesn't it should.

We start to see damage from the above 
and in comes the drugs to mask the 
issues. The very drugs that will contribute 
to the  damage the gut is already under, 
and weaken the body further. It becomes 
a vicious circle as you find yourself going 
back to the vet over and over again for 
a variety of issues, where the dots are 
rarely connected.

Emma's Corner hopes that with each 
issue you will learn better paths. I 
encourage each of you to seek a TRUE 
natural vet, such as a homeopathic vet. 
These vets have studied further and are 
focused on healing the body as a whole. 
Do not let the drugs and chemicals be 
the first items you reach for. Start by 
allowing  real food to be the medicine. 
Most importantly, support the body and 
stop breaking it down. Try to remember 
to be patient as you move ahead on this 
learning journey.

A QUICK OVERVIEW ON PATIENCE AND REAL HEALTH   l   CONTINUED FROM PG 9
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INSPECTOR BARK   l   CONTINUED FROM PG 13

other, I write the opinion letter or 
schedule a zoom call.  

What Is the Purpose  
of Review Letters? 
The purpose of our review letters, emails, 
or zoom calls is to help the owner find 
closure and do justice for their pet if 
that's the case.

Each story is unique, and all come with 
great emotional charge, including for 
me. I chose this path in life to help 
ease the pain of suffering animals and 
offer them a better and more beautiful 

life. Therefore, it is painful to see that 
my colleagues are careless, hasty, or 
uninterested when it comes to treating 
or caring for a pet. But mistakes and 
tragedies happen everywhere, in any 
domain, not only in our profession.

Iuliana Mihai is a veterinarian with 12+ years of 

experience in pet pathology, laboratory, and cancer. She 

finished college at the University of Agronomical Sciences 

and Veterinary Medicine of Bucharest, Romania (EAEVE 

member) and has a master’s degree in pet pathology 

and studied epithelial cancers for her Ph.D.

MALPRACTICE AND NEGLIGENCE MANAGEMENT   l   CONTINUED FROM PG 11

ways shady charities want your 
money. This is like sending cash to 
the organization. To try to get your 
donation back from one of these 
three is often time consuming, 
frustrating and oftentimes to no 
avail. The Federal Trade Commission 
suggests making all donations via 
check or credit card. Also make sure 
that money is payable to the charity, 
not to an individual. 

2. Can't tell you how your money will 
be used. Legitimate charities will be 
able to give you specific information 
about how they use donations. If 
the answers you get in response to 

questions about where funds go are 
vague or unsatisfactory, consider 
donating elsewhere.

3. Can't prove it's a nonprofit. 
Your charitable donations are 
only deductible if they go to a 
legitimate, tax-exempt organization. 
Fraudulent charities may be unable 
to provide proof that they have a 
current tax-exempt status, otherwise 
known as a 501(c)3 status.

You can confirm an organization's non 
profit status by using the search tool on 
the IRS website. Please keep in mind 

CONTINUED ON PG 17

GET THE
WORD OUT 

HELP us

We've got some social media 
assets for you. Post them wherever 
you can. Also profile cover images 
available to show your support.  
GET THE CONVERSATION STARTED!

BECOME A MEMBER
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INSPECTOR BARK   l   CONT’D FROM PG 16

“ Never be afraid to speak up for what 
is right. The animals have no voice; 
therefore we must be their voice.”

– Darcy Butkus (Inspector Bark)
Licensed Private Investigator 

FL # C3100427 & GA # PDE051724 

Detective Agency: Inspector Bark  
GA  # PDC002887

that being a 501(c)3 organization isn't 
proof alone that an organization is 
well run or uses the money wisely.  

As a private investigator, I refer to the 
IRS website often, but in addition I 
also look at the board members of the 
charity and proceed to do a deep dive 
into their backgrounds. This is where 
it gets very interesting. The general 
public does not think to do that. It 
pays to do your own homework or 
contact me to assist you.  

Note: A portion of this article copied 
from Facebook page, Tumbleweed: 
Justice for Tumbleweed. Tumbleweed 
was a cat who died a horrible death 
upon the hands of an unscrupulous 
individual posing as a rescuer. Poor 
Tumbleweed never received the 
proper vet care despite donations that 
were given to this scam artist in Texas.  

SARAH THOMPSON
Attorney at Law

SBN 306692
sarah@rytherlawgroup.com

5777 W. Century Blvd #1110-2076
Los Angeles, CA  90045

P: 310-751-4404
C: 714-325-8151
F: 310-773-9192

Fighting for Animals and 
Their Advocates Since 2009
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EXPERT TEAM MEMBER  SPOTLIGHT  – Edele Grey, DVM,  
BSC MVB CERTESM CERTAVP MRCVS

We are very proud to have Dr. Grey – an 
AVMA accredited University of Dublin 
School of Veterinary Medicine graduate – 
on our vet team. She is a member of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons and 
is the attending veterinarian at Dundalk 
Racecourse in Dundalk, Ireland. She joined 
our team of veterinarians about 5 months 
ago, and her opinion letters have been 
acclaimed by a number of our attorneys. She has extensive experience in equine 
surgery and equine sports medicine. For those of you that have an interest in 
equine medicine, HERE is one of her articles.  

FB GROUP POSTS THAT ARE 
JUST TOO GOOD TO MISS…

HANDS ACROSS THE BORDER – 
US Veterinarian's Opinion Letter 
Accepted in Canada…I was able to 
settle my cat's malpractice matter outside 
of court and by myself. It was a bit of 
a fight but they ended up giving me 
every cent I asked for and spoke to the 
doctors involved in his care. I will never 
get an apology (in court or outside of it), 
but they acknowledged they messed 
up and that’s better than nothing. The 
letter from Dr. Stewart played a big part 
in my settlement. Thank you for helping 
the voiceless be heard and for providing 
resources to help pet parents seek Justice 
for their beloved babies…

PLEASE KEEP our fellow Joey 
members in your thoughts as they 
begin a court trial soon involving 
12 defendants, 10 of whom are 
veterinarians at one practice who are 
alleged to have practiced below the 
standard of care…

The opinion letter written for the 
plaintiffs, by our vet team, is 18 pages 
long and contains remarkable detail, 
and revealed facts to the plaintiffs about 
their lost family member that they never 
knew because they were never told by 
some of the defendants. The alleged 
malpractice in this case is nothing short 
of terrifying.
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Interested in memorializing your special date? CLICK HERE

www.ACTUALIZEDDESIGN.com
[not your grandmother’s graphic designer…just saying]

MARKETINGflair
uniquewith a

stand
OUT

from the crowd

DISPLAYS – GET YOURS!
Celebrations of Life

LOVING MEMORY
Reserve your free

DONATE TODAY!
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* in partnership with Joey’s Legacy

STOPVETMALWWW. .COM
ANNOUNCING

NOW OPEN
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