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ABOUT US

TEAM MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Randy Turner, Esq. has 
always been a friend and 
advocate for animals. He is a 
founding member and past 
chairman of the Animal Law 
Section of the State Bar of 
Texas and a member of the 
Animal Law Section of the 
State Bar of New Mexico. 

@stopvetmal joeyslegacy.org

JOEY’S
LEGACY
A 501(c)(3) non-profit organization committed 
to advocating for your companion animals

We have assembled some of the brightest 
minds in veterinary medicine, grief 
counseling and animal law that assist those 
that come to us with claims of veterinary 
negligence. 
We founded Joey’s Legacy after our beloved 12-
year-old dachshund, Joey, was victim to 
veterinary negligence in Florida and died in 
2017. Heartbroken, we sought legal action with 
the Board of Veterinarian Medicine, but 
unfortunately did not win.
To prevent this from happening to other families 
by advocating for companion animals and 
holding practitioners accountable, we work with 
top veterinary experts, top legal experts, and 
grief and trauma counselors.

FROM THE FOUNDER
While the veterinary system of 
“disciplinary action” leaves a lot to be 
desired, we must keep thinking and 
acting to send very strong messages to 
the bad actors in the profession (“bad 
actors” = those rogue practitioners that

think nothing of lying and deceiving their clients in 
order to cover up their negligence). 
We are now starting to see attorneys suing for 
falsifying medical records, when appropriate. Perhaps 
if damages for this type of fraud can rise to the level of 
“scary” for dishonest vets, they will think twice about 
committing such immoral acts. Losing a companion 
animal needlessly, then being demoralized by lies 
about how their family members died is clearly “beyond 
the pale” and must be met with a forceful, vigorous 
response.

He is a recipient of the International Society for 
Animal Rights’ SEEDS Award and the State Bar 
of Texas Animal Law Section’s Donald D. Feare
Animal Advocacy Award.   Randy frequently 
lectures and writes on animal law and has 
testified several times in the Texas legislature on 
bills affecting animals.

JOEY’S LEGACY PODCASTS
If you’d like to learn more about our mission, check out 
our podcasts featured on our website. We aim to 
educate the public and inspire activism by telling the 
stories of companion animals who fell victim to 
veterinary negligence and malpractice. 
We are working on a new season of podcasts now but 
in the meantime, catch up on previous episodes on our 
website, joeyslegacy.org/podcasts and on YouTube 
“Joey’s Legacy”.
We have also been featured as guests on other 
podcasts such as “Fighting for the Underdog” with 
Kristina Bergsten, Esq., “All My Children Wear Fur 
Coats” with Peggy Hoyt, Esq., “Why Do Pets Matter” 
with Debra Hamilton, Esq. and “The Inspector Bark 
Show” with Private Investigator Darcy Butkus.
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My perfect pup you will always 
be. Today is 6 months since 
your life was taken carelessly 
my shattered heart pieces 
never to be found you were my 
missing piece. These months 
every minute of every day 
dreaded not coming home to 
you and I look around and in 
such short time together we 
created so many memories for 
that I thank you till I hold you 
again my Daisy I will cry inside 
for the pain of losing you is 
greater than anyone could 
imagine.

Is "No Kill" really benefiting the animals? 
When you hear the term, "No Kill" what does that 
mean to you? It sounds wonderful, right? Wrong! 
My personal opinion is that this all stems from the 
slogan of Best Friends in Utah, "Save Them All."

Best Friends wants to make our Country a No Kill by the year 2025.  Let's 
discuss this.  How are we going to achieve No Kill when we have so many  
poor unwanted dogs and cats that have no loving home to claim their own? 
Over 2 million dogs and cats are euthanized in this Country on a yearly 
basis. Shelters are full, turning away unwanted animals.  They say they are 
No Kill, so oftentimes we hear of dogs being shipped from Texas, Arizona, 
Georgia to go where?  Where do these dogs really end up?  We really don't 
know. When you ask, the generic answer is to Canada.  Yes, Canada. 
Canada doesn't have any unwanted dogs of their own? When you then ask 
exactly where in Canada, oftentimes you get blocked from commenting 
further. No answer is ever given. The general public is led to believe these 
animals are going to loving homes waiting for them. In some cases, that is 
true, but in other cases we never see or hear about where these dogs really 
end up. 
When we have to euthanize dogs and cats due to being at over capacity, 
how will this NO KILL really become implemented then?  These shelters 
are being pressured into taking in these animals, then in order to clear the 
shelter they hold FREE Adoptions, often called "CLEAR the Shelters."  This 
is not benefiting the animals, in my opinion. We are seeing dogs ending up 
being used as bait dogs.  Dogs are being found on the side of the road, 
abandoned.  How does this help the animals? It doesn't. My personal 
thought, it only benefits the shelters because as long as the animal walks 
out of their shelter alive, that improves their  euthanization numbers.  What 
about these NO KILL shelters that are closing their doors to intake?  If there 
is no intake, then guess what?  There is NO euthanization!  We are seeing 
more and more of these NO KILL shelters turning away animals.  In turn we 
are seeing an increase in hoarding of animals, both dogs and cats.  Some 
people believe as long as an animal is alive, they are okay with dogs being 
stacked on top of one another, almost like a Costco warehouse.   How does 
one believe that a dog is perfectly okay being stuck in a cage 24/7, never 
seeing the light of day?  These dogs often become kennel crazed and are 
no longer deemed adoptable.  Is this a life for a dog?  Absolutely not.  We 
need to address the underlying issue, which is to STOP the cycle of 
reproducing. Should mandatory spay & neuter be implemented in some 
way to STOP the constant Ferris wheel of reproducing dogs and cats? That 
will be addressed in the next newsletter.  Have any questions, comments or 
thoughts? Reach out to me at info@inspectorbark.com. Have a 
PAWsome day!
Thank you,
Darcy Butkus
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CONTACT US
If you need assistance with 
potential veterinary 
negligence or malpractice, 
please send an email to 
info@joeyslegacy.org or 
give us a call at 803-520-
7566. We are available 7 
days a week.
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Grief..a deep sorrow that can't be explained with words. A roller coaster 
of emotions that is mostly a sharp down fall. Its an emotion that brings a 
soul closer to the other side, painfully aware of life's fragile state. As time 
moves forward, grief never goes away, we tuck it deep down in our souls, 
and it lives with us, unapologetically changing us as we live out the rest 
of our days.
I, as many of you reading this, have experienced grief and its life shattering harshness. My husband told me, 
after the loss of my English Setter Rocky in 2015, with great love comes great loss. After Rocky passed on I 
remember telling him no more dogs. I wanted to save myself the emotional pain, a pain I can actually 
physically feel tearing me apart, shredding me as I try to breathe. However, God, always has other plans for 
me. He entrusts me with these precious beings to show them love while I'm on this earth. I have come to 
realize this, because with each loss another is sent to me. Another who never experienced the sanctuary of a 
loving home. Many times the new love showing me the antics of the one I sent on ahead. This has healed me,  
allowed me to breathe easier, and allowed me to hang onto the one thing I needed in order to carry on with my 
days....hope. Hope that all will be ok, that love never dies, that we in fact see them again. Hope that the best 
is still yet to come where there are no more good byes. Thats my idea of heaven. Love is the reason and love 
is the reward.
My love for these souls, which God has blessed me with,  knows no bounds. I would take my last breathe to 
be sure they are safe, healthy, and protected from life's brutal harshness.  They come to us with a pure love, 
its not judgemental and complicated, as humans that's hard for us. We find a piece of heaven on earth in 
them, a simply peaceful heavenly love.
When they get sick and their bodies begin to fail them, we dig down deep in our souls to do what's right for 
them, putting our own needs aside. Its a choice we all dread going into this beautiful relationship, as we know 
its very likely we will out live them. The loss is great and as most of us here know, losing them to a 
malpractice situation, where we had no choice, makes that loss horrifically worse. A loss due to the fact 
someone we trusted to do the right things failed us, it's extremely difficult to put closure and any acceptance to 
that. 
I have found after sending Emma on ahead, being an advocate helps. Saving another from the same path if 
possible, essentially honors the one who passed. I believe each soul sent to us comes to teach us a lesson, 
some easy and some very painful. A lesson that isn't always about solely teaching ourselves, but teaching 
someone else, helping someone else, being someone else's strength in a time of despair. Joeys Legacy has 
certainly been that place for so many of us.
Grief is the hardest of emotions. It is the price of LOVE. It's an emotion I never want to feel again, but love 
always comes in and blinds me. Love is the strongest of emotions, and of which they were all about while here 
on this earth.
Love deeply, in honor of them
(In memory of Jed (Jedbug Jitterbug), he received his angel wings August 11th 2022)
Emma's Corner is an extension of the Facebook group, Bringing awareness to the link between Apoquel and 
cancer in dogs, which was started by me in an effort to warn others about this immunosuppressant drug, and 
ultimately show members a better path for the TRUE overall health of their companion animals. Emma’s 
Corner was born for this newsletter to assist in educating Joey's Legacy pet parents as well.
Until next time,
Jenny
*The statements made in Emma’s corner do not replace veterinary care.
My advice, if it is not an emergency, always seek a natural minded veterinarian.

EMMA’S CORNER
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IN LOVING MEMORY

In Memory of Lord Nelson, 
Norwich terrier

Oct 1, 2005- May 21, 2020
Passed due to negligence of 

animal hospital

In Memory of Jordan
04/01/09 – 08/15/20

Left no squirrel without a chase

OUR SUPPORT NETWORK
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Willow
8/25/19 – 8/17/21

Our best friend is no longer by our side, but 
forever in our hearts. We will use your story 
to educate every bulldog owner we meet.
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